
 
 
 

 

New Hope-Sole bury School District 
Curriculum Advisory Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2016—6PM 
District Office Conference Room 

 
Attendance 
 
 School Board – Tracy Keyes (Chair) 
 Administration – Dr. Steve Yanni, David Lieberman, Dr. Mike McKenna, Ken 

Silver 
 Committee Members – Wenmei Ge, Stepahnie Marrone, Kathy Feehan, June 

Gomez, Kristine Quimby 
 Presenters - None 
 Public – Lisa Menz, Vivian Francesco 

 
The meeting was called to order by Tracy Keyes at 6:00PM 
 
The committee approved the minutes from the September 24th meeting. 
 

Old Business 
 

 None 
 

 
New Business 

 
 Dr. Yanni read the names of the proposed new members of the CAC and 

reminded the group that all current members expressed interest in 
remaining on the committee.  The CAC approved all members, and names will 
be included on the master list of committee members. 

 Dr. Yanni reviewed the function/purpose statement, and the committee 
approved it as written. 

 Dr. Yanni discussed the HS course selection book.  Highlights included:  all 
science electives are included for registration, a HS art (3D art) is added, and 
all social studies elective are being offered for registration.  The CAC 
endorsed the HS course selection book.  It will be on the January 25th board 
agenda for approval. 

 Ken Silver, LES Princpal, discussed the recent collaboration the kindergarten 
staff has had with the local pre-K providers.  That collaboration will continue 



 
to ensure consistency between pre-K and school age services and 
instructional delivery. 

 Dr. Yanni reviewed the Teacher-Leader updates.  Relative to science, the CAC 
learned about the new elementary science program, the move toward 
project-based learning, and the donation of a telescope.  Relative to math, the 
CAC learned about the new elementary math program, the de-tracking of 
students in MS, and HS course offerings.  Relative to technology, the CAC 
learned about Hour of Code and the move toward having teachers Google 
Certified. 

 Dr. Yanni, David Lieberman, Dr. McKenna, and Stephanie Marrone discussed 
upcoming professional development.  Professional learning will include a 
focus on literacy, assessment development, and engaging with outside 
speakers on student issues, such as anxiety, grit, and resiliency.  

 The professional development conversation and the article discussion 
became one.  The CAC discussed the pressure students feel and 
acknowledged that the stress students experience is not solely school related.  
The district is being intentional to focus on this area and will engage 
community resources and other stakeholder groups as well. 
 

 
Public comment: 
 

 Vivian Francesco indicated that she believes homework is stressing students 
out in school.  The committee discussed that homework alone is not a driving 
force for anxiety. 

 Lisa Menz commented that she hopes that our approach to reduce students’ 
stress doesn’t lead to reduced expectations, rigor, and excellence for our 
students.  The CAC assured her that will not happen. 
 

Tracy Keyes adjourned the meeting at 7:17PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 


